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from letters that we have 
received from the coast is 
as follows: ^ 

At the recent^^CA^ 

‘though t-contror conterenc^' 
in Los Angeles, PauWDra- | 
per, the dancer, cB^ged 
thaL the Cagneys had wil- 
fully distorted the meaning 
of one line in the play and 
had deleted another line 
“because of the Thomas- 
lankin Committee invest i- 
ition/' 

Draper, who has a part 
in the picture, said he was 
ordered to substitute ""the 
name Stalin for Hitler in a 
line reading “who is Hitler 
—he canH push me around.” 

When the dancer objected, it was syggeste 
compromise, that Molotov's name be substituted. 
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Cagney Bows io w 
House Un-Americans 

By David Platt 

* Some additional information has come to light on the 
movie of Saroyan's The Time Of Your Life which Raines 
Cagney and his brother are producing in Hollywood. The 
whole story pieced together 
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There’s more to the story. The Cagneys are tough- 
tough in the wrong sense of the word — and don’t give 
up easily. They made the Kilroy version but they made [ 
the Molotov version too: Kilroy for Europe arid England I 
— Molotov — if they can get away with it — for America. { 

-On top of that they deleted the line "I haven’t the 
heart to be a heel so I’m a worker” which appears in the 
Saroyan play. When Draper asked the producers about 
this, he was assured that the House Un-Americans would 
regard with suspicion any Hollywood film in which the 
w'ord ‘worker’ appears. 

• • » 

9 

This is the road back— the road to disaster. At the 
end of itja-a' rigidly controlled- screen art-controlled, as 
,Adria»rw^ ofiiCfossfire, observes in the cur- 

rent issue o*5®creen Writer, by “committees which in pre- 
tending to defend, actually subvert our democratic way.” 

The alternative which Scott recommends to his fellow 
producers is to give the American people what they have 
always wanted and today more than ever want. And that 
is, “pictures which touch their lives, illuminate them, bring 
understanding.” 

Scott w'arns the picture-makers: “If we retreat now, 
because of our own doubts, not only do we do a great dis- 
service to the American audience, but we do a most pro- 
found disservice to ourselves. For this Fear we've be- 
come accustomed to— this adjustment we have made to 
taboos — are the allies of the Thomas Committee, the 
Tenney Committee, and their stooges within and without 
: the industry.” I 

He adds^ “While this marriage of reaction is going! 

BTo’trA ......... 1 ^ <1 . 1*1 


on, we ve got to speak now— or we’ll be forced to foreveri 

nnlft Alio* 


y Several days later, however, Draper ran into ^.dney^ 
^ Bernstein, the British him executive associated with J* 
Arthur Ranli’s enterprises. Bernstein informed him th^t 
his organization would refuse to handle a film which had 
a line in it offensive to the Soviet Union. He said further 
that if Ih^^ime_Of-Your XH was released with either 
the name oi Stalin or Molotov in it, it would do practically 
no business anywhere in Europe. 

Draper reported the conversation to the Cagneys. A 
second compromise was the result. The line was ordered 
changed to read: “Who is Kilroy — he canH push me 
around.” This was a retreat into pure and simple non- 
' sense. “A proper substitute,” my informant writes, 
* “would have been a contemporary reactionary or Jascist^ 
as w’as intended in the original Saroyan version written 
when Hitler W'as still in power.” 
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Main file No: 100-2279 


Subject; James Cagney 






Dec,. ?0, 1950 
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Searched As: 

James Cagney 
Jimmie Cagney 
Jimmy Cagney 
J, Cagney 
Cne Cagney 




Found As: 

Jame s’^'Cagney 
J iiuai^Xagney 
JimmAcagney 
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• This summary includes material obtained from a review of all "See" 
references identified with the^'subject. All references which are identical 
or probably identical have been included. Possible identical references, that 
is, those references where there is insufficient data to reject or include 
t^ references, have been listed at the end of this summary. 
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and has u^orked in notion pictures since 1931m He has 
starred in nunerous notion pictures since that tinem 

A review of Bureau references reflect the 
following infomat'i'on concerning Cagney: 

He was President of the Screen Actors Guild 
in 1942 and 1943m 

Allegations have been, made that Cagney was 
associated with the following organisations : 


Communist Party (’'ember and contributor) 

Friends of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade (Sponsor 


American Youth for Democracy (Contributor) 
Hew Theatre League (Sponsor) 

Independent Citisens Committee of the ArtSj 
Sciences and Professions (Sponsor) 
Hollywood Writers Uobilisation (Sponsor) 


'.rational Committee for Defense of Political 


and Contributor) 


American Peace Uobilisation (Uenher) 
Contemporary Theatre, Incm (Sponsor) 
American Students Union (Contributor) 
Uedical Bureau to Aid Spanish Democracy 


Prisoners (Uember and contributor) 
American Peace Uobilisation (Uenher) 
Contemporary Theatre, InCm (Sponsor) 
American Students Union (Contributor 


(Sponsor and contributor) 

Hollywood Anti-H'^”'' r.onr^uo ^nnn+.-ri.hutor) 

’^Soviet Bus-: ia 









1 






On 'two occasions in 1946^ Cagney was described 
as a victim, in receipt of extortion letters. Bureau 
investigation revealed that the senders of the letters 
were mentally unbalanced ir,dividuals and no prosecu i/ions 
were authorised. 



9-11282; 9-14593 
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Voltune 26 of "’i.’ho's Viho In America", 1950-1951 
contained the folloving information concerning Cagney: 

"James Cagney, actor; born ITew York City July 17 j 
1904; education g rammer, school; left high school to go to 
v;ork; married Frances Vernon, 1922. Began in vaudeville, 

1924; v;orked in motion pictures since 1931; has appeared in 
many pictures among vhich were ’Public Enemy’, ’Ceiling Zero’, 
’Greay Guy’, 'Something to Sing About,' ’Eoy Meets Girl', 
'Angels with Dirty Faces,' 'Each Dawn I Die,' 'Roaring 
Twenties', 'The Fighting 69 th,' 'The Strawberry Blonde,' 

'The Bride Cones C.D.D.,’ 'Captains of the Clouds,' 'Yankee 
Doodle Dandee.' Received 'best male actor of 1942' award 
from critic's circle for his acting in 'Yankee Doodle Dandee’. 
Vice-President Cagney Productions since 1942. Films they 
have since released through United Artists are 'Johnny Come 
Lately', 'Blood on the Sim', and 'The Tisie of Ycur Life.”’ 

Source as given. 
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The "New Theater" of April 1934, advertised a motion 
picture costume ball to be presented by the Film and Photo 
League on April 27 (probably 1934), at Webster Hall, 119 East 
11th Street, New York City, James Cagney was listed as one of 
the sponsors of this ball. According to the advertisement 
tickets could be obtained at the Film and Photo League , 12 East 
17th Street; "New Masses", 31 East 27th Street; Workers Book 
Shop, 50 East 13th Street; "New Theater," 5 East 19th Street; 
Gotham. Book Shop, 51 West 47th Street. 

Source as given. 

Page 727. 

A letter dated September 10, 1948, signed by Robert 
Taylor, Executive Secretary, Friends of the Abraham Lincoln 
Brigade, addressed to "Dear Friend", announced that an open 
membership meeting of the "Friends of the Abraham Lincoln 
Brigade'* would be held on September 14 in the Detroit Boom of 
the Detroit-Leland Hotel. 

According to the letter the meeting would include the 
showing of the film "America’s Lafayettes", containing some 
excellent scenes of the Lincoln Brigade men in action. It 
announced that one of the volunteers who had recently arrived 
^from Spain would speak. The letterhead contained the names 
"of the national officers and sponsors of the Friends of the 
Abfaham Lincoln Brigade, Included in the list of sponsors was 
the name James Cagney, 


Original source not shown. 
Page 753, 
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Sub-sections ^*FilTs end 
Photo Organisation as 
Communist Fronts'' and 
"Friends of the Abraham 
Lincoln Brigade", 
61 - 7588-1298 
( 6 ) 

SI D-.-C. S..Vol..l3.p. 
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A copy of a newspaper article dated Friday, February 23» 193U 
Indicated that* James Cagney was to be the auctioneer at an auction being 
held on February 28, 193U at the Women's City Club of San F ranci3c.p under 
the auspices of the ^National Comraittee for the Defense of Political 
Prisoners'* • lincoln Steffens iras the national chairman of this Canraittee, 
and Ella Winter, was among those acting as patrons, hosts and hostesses. 
The exliibiticn was for the defense fund of the Scottsboro case. 

' ' Original Scarce nbt shown, p.65 



EFDijjb 




9 





SAC Dunn of Los Angeles advised the Bureau that on 



April 15) 1935) the Learner Brothers Company had wired I'^r. 
Keenan and other officials of the Department of Justice, 
inviting them to preview the picture, "G-Ken", starring James 
Cagney, before its release* The Collector of Customs in Los 
Angeles, who was connected v;ith the h'arner Brothers Company, 
said that he had received word from Warner Brothers that the 
uicture would not be released until Kr. Hoover saw it. 


Source as given, 
liem.orandum from Mr. Tolson 
to the Director dated ^-16-35 

30 - 7-164 

( 11 ) 
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The April 27, 1935 issue of the ^ San Francisco 
"Chronicle'', carried an article written by Katherine Kill. 

The article announced that the picttire, "G-Men", had opened 
on the previous day at the Karfield Theater witn James Cagney 
as its star. It said that the picture vas the gangster theme 
in reverse, inasmuch as the heroes were the Department of 
Justice men. Hill said that the picture removed all pretense 
of glamour from the public enemy, but still managed to create 
hugely effective entertainment, all on the right sxde of the 
law. The article stated that the picture showed how finger- 
prints are matched, and how the telltale on amjn^iU 

are checked. It also reveals a part, at least, of the mac.-inery 
by means of which "cool headed, carefully trained men are able 

to outguess hoodlums" . 

The p'^cture gives Cagney’, a former public enemy number 
one a new rol'e as a two-fisted Government Agent operating 
against criminals. The article continues, giving a resume of 
the story depicted in the picture. 


San Francisco "Chronicle" 

dated April 27, 1935* 
30-7-lSl 
( 11 ) 
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James Cagney, actor, a merier ot the 
and a Te'^'o.. travelf^r *\ho iollov;e<l the Coirminist P^rty 1 ^ 

lislS 3 ^ 0 ^ oiihose in Hollywood conr.ected with the motion piotore 

ir.oustry who was aii'iiiated wi ,.h or supoorteo ta*e activities of liie 

:.ew Tneatre League. 

Source not shcvm, p. 105 

James Cagney, actor and a Cominur.ist Party line follov.er, was 
listed as a Hollywood sponsor of Contemporary Theatre, Inc. 


Source not sho’.*.n, p. 109 

Los Angelesi rpt . daUd 2-18-43 
Re; "Comaunist Infiltra ':ion of 
the liotion Picture Industry - 
Internal Security- G" 
100-138754-4 
(4) 
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On May 9, 1936, James Cagney was one of a group 
of individuals who took a sneci^jjo^ though the 
The tour was conducted by the Publica 

Section. 



r * 


At the conclusion of the tour Mr. Cagney stated 

that it was very surprising and that the 

was more thorough than he had realized* He further st t 

that he thoroughly enjoyed his trip through ^S%or 
requested that his thanks be conveyed to the i^irector lor 

the courtesy shown. 


R. S. Joseph Memo for lir, 
Tolson dated May 12, 1936. 
66-1631-10-2109 
( 12 ) 

SI 66-4760-77 
( 11 ) 



SI 66-4760-82 
( 11 ) 
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The Philadelphia files contained information to the 
effect that James Cagney, prominent motion picture actor had 
made substantial financial contributions to the Student Union 
in Los Angeles, California in 193^. 


Original source not shovra. 
Philadelphia Report dated 
1 - 24 -’ 41 , 

P.e: 'American Student Union; 

T?; _ ■R " 

61-7^97-36 

( 7 ) 
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The October 5, 1936 issue of the "Daily Worker" listed 
James Cagney as one of a number of Hollyr-.^ood screen stars who had 
raised funds to aid the Salinas Lettuce Strikers. The article 
also stated that Cagney, Pat O'Brien, Chester i-.orris, and Eavard 
Arnold inarched with'^the actors ' delegates in the Los Angeles, 
Labor Day parade. 


Source as given. 

Memorandum from P. B. Hood, 
SAC, L os Angeles dated 5"9 — '■S, 
> """" IS 
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Information was received from an anonymous outside 
soxxTce to the effect that Janes Cagney was one of a group of 
individuals who had contributed freely to Cor.munistic movements. 


Anonymous outside source. 

Blind Memoranda dated 5-o-37, 
Re: "Kovie Strike" 

6-Q-ll 

( 12 ) 
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In 1937 the nane of Janes Cagney appeared on the 
letterhead of the TFriends of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade 
stationery. Cagney was listed as a sponsor of this 
organization. 

An anonymous informant of 

' . San*Fran. letter to the Director 
dated Nov. 5> 1937. 

61-7559-20C^ 

( 8 .) 



SI 100-^:^191 end. p. 25 
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During the Spouish Civil War James Cagney^ 
in conjunction with Edioard ff. Robinson and Melvyn 
Douglas, presented an ambulance to the Loyalists* 

Original source not shown 

. Los Angeles report dated 2-j~k5 
Re: "Edward G. Robinson" 

Internal Security (R) 

100-33177 9-3S, page 2 
(3) 

SI 100-337779-1* page 3 
(9)_ . 


SI 61-7561-216X59 
(5) 

SI 61-9213-18 
(0 - 2 ) 

(4) 
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The "Federated Press" of September 30, 1937, 

listed 15 leading movie actors and actresses who had signed 

their na.mes to two ambulances for Spain. It stated t^t 

these ambulances would accompany the "Heart For Spain in 

its cross-country tour. The name of James Cagney appeared 

on the list of 15 actors and actresses. 

» 

Source as given. 

61-7559-1867 

( 8 ). 
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A letter on the stationery of the "fiends of the 

Abraham Lincoln Brigade Rehabilitation Fund, » 

Chicago, Illinois, included a list of sponsors. Included on 

this list was the name James Cagney. 




» 




Original source not 
shown • 

Chicago report dated 
February 1, 19*+lj entitled, 
"Veterans of Abraham 
Lincoln Brigade: 

Internal Security - C" 

100-7060-2^ 

(7) 

SI D. C. H. Vol. p. 7729 
MO) 











CCiV*E;,Ty[ 


On September 20, 1937, there was made available to 
the San Fra ncisco Office a copy of a conf idential memc^^dum 
prepared further 

identification^^i?ne memorandum is quoted in part as follows 
’'Jimm^^ Dijrante is a Party r.enber and joined in N©w York and 
the same obtains for Jimmy Cagney, who make s h^^don^ion^to qa ^ 
the Ezecutive Committee direct in ITev/ York. ^^^mn||||||||||m|||^ 




an Fran, letter to the Director 
dated Sept. 24, 1937, Re; 

tro a 1^+“. i Tf i flT A <? — fr 


Subversive Activities 
61-7559-2122 

(13) 


General. ” 
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The Decenber 10, 1937 issue of the "San Francisco 
Chronicie." carried an article announcing that Ivan Cox, 
deposed Secretary- Treasurer of the I.L.A., filed a |5,100,000 
damage suit in local superior court on December 9, 193/, 
against a long list of defendants, charging conpiracy. //ith 
regard to the movie industry, Cox charged that defendant 
Farch had used his film salary "by guile and perversion of 
friendshit)" to interest his friends in Communistic principals. 
He listed* as Communists among others, James Cagney, Franchot 
Tone, ”ary Astor and Jean Muir, 


Source as stated, 
61-7559-2128 
( 8 ) 











9 * 


» 


r 


/ 





The case of Ivan Francis Cox vs. the Thirteenth District of the 
Comnunist Party ifas filed in Superior Court in Sanjrancisco. Ca^o^, 
on December 8. 1937. The plaintiff, Cox, cm page twenty of hie co^latot 
SrTo^pSacy iSomad that ha baUarad that tha ’ 

and a grwp of individuals including James Cagney, 

contriSted large sums of mcney for the purpose of maktog the ^ 

Communist Party newspaper "The Westero ^ork^« ^^°iS/of thesr^S^ ^s 
•lanuarv 1. 1938. He further informed that the raising of these sa^ 

^TvSi'a dartaaa and artifiaaa, inalnd^ tha ^^t 1ir°^ 

StS MiSng, loa .toralaa, CaUfomla. *o In tn^. ^tarta auch 

sums into Consist Party channels for the general use of the said 
Conmunist Party." 

Records of the Circuit Clerk’s Office 
City Hall, San Francisco 
San Fran cisco rot. dat ed July . 5 , 19h9 

Bati j 

Security Hatter~C" 



SI 61.-7559-2133X14 

("Our Sunday Visitor", 1/ 9/38) 


( 8 ) 


! 













I 



The Bureau received the following letter from 

.■m^^^ated March 30, 1938 at Hollywoo<^ 

cairi'ornia: "De^ Hoover: Vfnile a great deal 

outbreak is bunk, nevertheless the Red charge is serious. 
Cagney has been charged with contributing to Connunistic 
causes tv;ice and March once. Neither nas publically den_ed 
these accusations." 


Source as given. 


> 




It should be noted 
he v/as connunicating v/ith tne Director 
investigation of "Reds and Conciunists 
headliners. 




naa declared th£.t 
to demand an 
among the screen’s 
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The name of James Cagney appeared on a list of 
actors contributing to Loyalist Spain. The list vas dated 

August 3 , 1933. 

Source unknov/n. 

61-7561-227 

(8) 
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Ccxamittea 
stars had 
dxiring a 


EdTTard F. Sullivan, Special Investigator for the Dies Co^ressional 
. advised about August 18, 1938, that James Cagney/^ 
contributed to the North American Canmittee to Aid 

drive by the Spanish Goverrment to raise money for medical facilities* 




Ife-w York Journal American, 8^8/33 

61-7582-9X3 

(4) 
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The -iiguat 23, issue ol tne "has ring ton Herald” car- 

ried an article Soabing tiiat six of the brightest stars in Holxj^-ood 
■.vare nameo on the previous day bsiore the nous-.. Committee invcsti-^t- 
ing Un-Anierican ac tivities as the unfitting du.es of Coirs unis ts spread- 
in^’ subversive ’:,roc£iga.nda ior tai6 overtorow ol’ democracy. 

T'.e -=ix, n^^rr.ed by tyoctox* J i-b B* v*s , lorniTr -^onununisb 

^*fellov; tr^v.ler” v;ere ^ Cii rk Gsble , Robert T^-yior, James uc»gney, 
^;ix*iciiii Hopkins, Eebte. Dsvis and ohirley i-=inpi.e» 

Accurainc tc trie' article, i.attnev:s aaid »Ko one I hope, is 
roing to claiii. that anyone oi t'/ese persons in particular ii^ a Coro- 
^urist. The uni’ortunate i'act, rcv<ever, r ^i ains that :\oi;t of^them un- 
’•ittingly serve, albeit in a slight 7:ay, trie curposTS of t;.e Conr.unist 
Party. Tneir na:ues nave deiinite -^ropciganda value v/nich tiie Party 

IS ^jaick to i;X-ioit.** 

The six hiuvie stars »<cra by uthoif\s to sU'^s tantiate 

his contenbion tnat une Cort.unist Faruy relied i.eavily upon the^ care- 
lessness or indifference ol' tnousauds of prominent ciuizens in aena- 
ing their narries xor propai.anca purpose::* 


Source as given. 

bl-73S-<!-llX2 

(4) 
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In September, 1933, the San Francisco Office 


received information to the effect that James Ca-ney had 
been naying 3100 a month for dues (Communist Party) v/ith 
an assessment of 3^00 every fovj? months. It v;as stated 
that the contribution vas made in such a vay t’. at cy^" 
time a check or the money reached the Party, it v-ouac be 
difficult to locate the origin. 


* o 



janFran. letter to the 
Director dated Sept. 10, 1933, 
Re ; "Subversive Activities , 
0-eneral. " 

61 - 7359-3136 

( 5 ) 
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The De=e.b,r 31, 1933 is.ua of '.People's ^fld^ . 

Robert '^"^e'sso^, St'oert, enj S'/l'rts Sydney. 

Galo Sotsdergaard, Lu-ce Ra_re , .„n+pH as follOTs: "Pictured above are 

The article beneath these SrhS.Ss So greatly aided the cause o£ 

ten of the score or more of Kollpood highlights ^s v,-ell as 

progress durin;v the last aoueal. '^Host outstanding v;as Mel^;yn 

beauty, social o'^f^^s alon^ /ath sex^ democracy and fight 

Douglas who associated himself ^t ^ , *+.;^ greatest protection 

Fascism* These stars recognized tLy ar^ Consequentlj^, 

workers can have, even sach hi^h s ‘ ' +v^r. • the oowerful .Screen Actors 

..:ary of them have worked tirelessly and oft;n for Loyalist 

Guild. They have also shown ^ knd^’talint for her aid. T^iey have 

Spain and have generously contributed a-d have been prominent in 

'A’orked to ii::pose the hoycotu on Japans o the" -'otion Pict'are DeKiocratic 

anti-Fazi activities. l?ary of t.cen which q’cashed 

C'cmmittee which played an i-mportant part in the Christmas these stars 

I'or.p entrenched reaction in Calif ornia . - ^ - rni r^'nt a •ilo'iltural v/orkars 

and others gave a widely publicized party 10 - ^ the attention 

at Shafter-publicized not to f nSiothJd, arxJ ill-fed. 

of the nation to this portion of tne ill-houoed, Hl-<Xotnea, 

«ln 1933 the Saf s«atly°fdvanced 

b^^he wSk o?tSse'^SeeS''^Srnal?ties%ho^ Jn^r^Ss^staSd'-oJ^t" 

fLht against all that big money and monopolistxc interests stand .or 


Source as given: 
61-7561-254X20 

(5) 
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In Ch.iptsr 2U of ths 3ook^ ’^Ths ksd Jscids**^ ths iuthor^ ^u^ens 
Lvons, stited that Herbert Biberran vas creditad with tha laaa role in the 
creibion of a ns-,v Declarition of Independence in 193S. The aathor aesoribee 
this declaration as follows: "The Declaration called^for nothing lass than 
the Lr.-aediate breach of all economic raia-.ions •■.■ith Geriuany. Haarly all , _ 

Hollv'wood clamored for the honor of signing, for the nost part neither inowing 
nor c.rin? tnat it vr-.s at botto- another Jom.i’aiiist fund raising ana propag^naa 
sfant. 'Jnlucki-v oaa.y po hao si-nid the original document in 177o, j.-.nereior. 
no . o.e coali endorse the neav one." The aut.aor then listed tne nuaes o^ '.ne 
persons signing tne Dsciur-tion. Included on tiiis list was tne name of 

J-i.T.-Bs 3dia:ney, 

# 

dource as given 

Los iHceies xetter to tne DiroCuor 

^ W 

dated De 


anteirnai decurity-.i. 


■> I ' ^ * 


XvjL'-4^^V ;*00 



4 ' 

f 

t 
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In the **liinnea polls Tribune** of January 1939 there appeared 


a picture of the **Kolly.vood Cori'nittee of 56”, co^iposed of picture stars, 
producers, and directors. The purpose of this C 0 D;:iitte 3 ^vas to send to 
President Roosevelt and Congress a petition signed by 2,000,000 anerican 





• ‘•I 




• - vf%; 





The 5th Congress for Peace and Democracy was nela 
Ja^’iarv 6 to January S, 1939 ? £-t Washington, ,f* , 

renrasentativa of the "Holly^'raod Cominittee of 5o" ^descrioea 
to‘the Congress how 56 fUr. stars, actor s_^ana prcaucersnad 
uh oatition, addressed to tne x-res-uen^ Ox v-c 

rnited States calling upon hin to place an enbargo on all^ 
Gerrean nada goods vuntil siich tine as Hitler would cea..ix_o 
aggression against smaller nations ana against '-ns .-eace of 

the world. 


Included 
Caries Cagney. 


anon- the signers of tnis petition v'as 


"Daily P.ecord" Jan 

< -! n-'r;rs -vrr-^<vp 

(5) 
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On .Tune 17, 19^C, 

Santa Konica, California, submitted to the Los Pjigeles 
Office a list of l4 oersons reported to have nade tin- 
j'unerican statements.' The name* of James Cagney appeared 


on this list. 


Soiirce as given. 

Los Angeles letter to I'r. Hill 
dated July 16, 19^0, a coey 
of vhich vas furnished to the 
Pureau. 

61-7:59-9921 

(^) 


The file does not furnish any fiirtlier information 
v/ith regard to the un-Zi-merican statements allegedly made 
by the l4 individuals. The Los Angeles letter merely 
aclmowledges receipt of the letter of June 17, 19^0. 
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Tne August 22, 19^K), issue of the "V-'ashington 
Times Herald" carried the column entitled "Little Old Heu 
Ycrh" by Ed Sullivan. In his column Sullivan printed an 
interview '.-ith James Cagney concerning the charge that 
Carney uas a Comr.-unist . In the interview Cagney told 
Sullivan that he had never been a Communist, a Ilazi syrs- 
aathiaer or a Fascist symaathizer. He described himself 
as a liberal Deniccrat and said that he mas planning on- 
voting for President Roosevelt. Concerning the charges 
made against him:, Cagney said that they resulted from ^ 
a donation that he made to aid the '.'ives and children Oj. 
the men ’.'ho vere on strihe in the San Joaouin Valley. 

He said that it ’.ras charged that he gave the m.oney because 
he v-as a Communist. The interview took alace in He:.' Hork 


City and Cagney stated that he was flying to San Francisco 


O'— ..V • 


Source as 
ICC -11 9 -A 
( 11 ) 
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3vTon Fitts, District ;.ttorney of Los .'ocgeles 
o''':;tt a forner Cornunist organizer ,bef ore^ tr.e 






\* O -Xii j 'n _ 

a-^Fllmtions " f motion oicture actor s . a: -e s 

r-- c-r.^-^ ,-"u''o''rev Bogart, and Fredric Farch, y^^Siii 

v‘ -.r’riicized in the nea-soape rs on the I^acii'ic Coas^. 

S-.bsequent thereto Congressman hptin Dies issued 
cress release stating that he -e..i8ved t-.e^e inaiy 
,re -nati-votic Americans and had been in no uay aifiiic^ted 

.th ti-o Co:r~amist Party. 



(Dates of the above occurrences 
v^ere not se" forth). 

OriC'‘ina' source nor stated. ^ 
Los°.’iT;geles letter to the Dirocto 


dated oept. 

ioo-H9-i3 

(5) 
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^ ^ Vihose reliability v>av*3 unknoviin, 

Tcrwarced a letter to the Bureau da tec September 16, 1940, ^/herein 
he comr^.ented that he had at a previous time comrrier: ted on Reoresen- 
:at.ive Dies’ charges against James Cagney* He stated he v:as think- 
ing of a fev; years previous v/hen in 193' ^ 

California and ^ir. Cagney' 

iielp unfortunate people like himsaiJ. He poii'ited ;ut that Gogney 
rsf-ulu of this monetary' contribution had been labeleo a Red* 
IdlHIBI^also forvard^d a letter to the Bureau doted b;eptcTnber 
14, 1940, '/vhich v/a . co>y of s letter he had oent to Honorable 
Robert LaFoliett, Unitso States Senate, ’nherein he pointed cut 
subs tantiail2/ the same as R .nticned above. 


Y:as working as 
j^ave a fevf dollars to 
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T.'*»c*«*-**r • 
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On JUTxe 15, 1 Q 4 ?.. _ . 4- ... 

^h.~ '■rpr r,^r,rrt"'pr.t , stated f-'x.t siis nalr. assigru^i-nt was 

-:rci::oting of tr.e Arr.y -.nergency OLaliox . na 

v’T'- sl"! corts of npO’cc sitions , and that nne 

rec^.nt ^ro-osition vas that if tne FBI v.-onla _ pernit ohe ase 
rf f j-r’e of the organization and if the Director’s nasie 
y-ald'' be ^'attached to a notion -.rdeture v.-hich vould be^eroauced 
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this 'v/otTld :r.ahe consider a'- Is noney for Arny Relief. 
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In August of 19^2, _ __ _ 

rev; Yorlc City, advised that she v;a= a 


oicture r.ade 


}!« ? ad 


ar* Agent in 

ihg to have ^ 
o’“ the activities of the Fiji, She said 





Intervisv o: 

conducted by^ev; dox'h Agents 
on August 5) 19^2. 

Fev; Yorlc letter to the Director 
dated Angnst 7. 19^2, Re: 




81 





The September 29, 19h2 issue of the "V/ashington Times Herald" 
ar-ncmced that on September 28, 19h2 James Cagney took office as President 
of the "Screen Actors Guild", succeeding Sdvrard Arnold. 

Source as given. 
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On i:ovenber 16 , 1942 , the Los Angles Office 
Thoi-D3on, former executive' secvat^rj of the Jcreeii -nC-oro au^d " 

hid recently gone fron I ff - , 1 -Tr^ isTf t.hs r 

James Cigney. ^vpparently the trio vas to conx sr ;vit ■ ofx^ci- s 

H-tivities Board ralxtive to furnishing en.ertain..ent to t,.^ Ax*ay. 








^srr^S-T' 













The Decer.’oer 19'n-2, issue of "Current Biography" 
furnished the following information concerning James Ca.gney: 

He was horn in "ev: York City on July 17, 190^-, 
the sen of James Cagney and Carolyn Kelson Cagney. His fatln 
owned a saloon at 3th Street and Avenue D, a neighborhood 
hat v;as known to policemen as the gorilla jungle. 




He went to g rammer school end after being graduated 
entered Stuyvesant High School, Curing the next four years 
he had the following jobs: Office boy for the "Hev; York Sun", 

bundle WTapper at Hanamakers , page boy at Lhe "Friars" in 
Hev; York City and custodian of the Webster Branch of the New 
x’’ork Public Library. 


i i — » tu n i 0 


interested in becoming an artist, he entered Columbia 


‘ V--. 

4 * ^ ^ 


I anally reverses forced him to 1 


^ Oi- V - i V. 


r> ' - -v- /■>, -• ^ 

C-lI iO. —Ox 




f C? V 


. ■ ” ’ » 




H rc • : ^ mi ’w ’ o c o "i" cc Ck 


look--; d 
He became 


~ X V . 




oy in the musical comedy "Fitter Patter". HP 


continued as a chorus toy for 32 v;eeks. When the show closed 
he v/snt into a vaudeville sketch playing a part in Jev/ish 
dialect. During the next seven years he toured all of the 
tanlo tov;ns in the East. He returned to the legitimate stage 
in 1925 , but a short time later went back to vaixdeville. bn, 
1929 he and Joan Blondell ’.vent v.dth V/arner Brothers. 


Occasionally accused of Communist activities becat>.se 



Hassachusetts v;hen the charges of subversive activity came up 
Jimmy v;hen to W^ashingten to defend him.self. The charges 
seemed to be primarily the result of his having donated an 
ambulance to the Abraham Lincoln Brigade, fighting for the 
Loyalists in the Spanish Civil V7ar, and his frequent 
contributions to the relief of starving cotton pickers vrhen 
thej^ v/ere striking. He explained it all by his impulsiveness 
in responding to requests for aid. Dies cleared him v/ith the 
arinouncement that in his opinion Mr. Cagney was not and never 
had been sympathetic icith the Communist movement but had let 
his name be used by Communist front organizations. 


R'lC/ 


: 


4 







Cf.^ney vc.s described as being 5 feet 9 inches tall, 
weighing 155 pounds. lie was married to Frances Vernon, a 
former professional actress who gave up acting after her 

His sister Jean is a starlet with Paramount Pictures; 


--iv.. j. i ^ c- ^ c ♦ 


two of his brothers are physicians; and VJilliam, his brother is 
President of Cagney Productions. 


Source as stated. 
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CONF/^TlAl 

Hanes Cagney was elected president of the "Screen .^ctors Gaild 
He was also president of this orginizition in 19A3* 

Confidential Infornant 
Los Angeles rpt. dated Teb. 12> 1944 > 
?.o: "Co'iT.u-.ist Infiltrition of the 
Lotion Picture Industry; Internal 
Security-C" 

100-1 3S7 54 -24 
(3) 
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A ‘•■(/rltsra Congress" ?as hela fron October i to October 3t 
on the Ci.nous of the University of Cdliforni-i, .Los «ngeles under the ;oint^ 
auspices of the Kolly’.vood '.7riters Liobilizition end UCa-i. The opening session 
was held on October 1, 1943 at Royce Hall, University o. California, ursetin^s 
were received froa Jaaes Ga-ney. President of the ooreen .motors faild, who 
vas on the stige. ^e^ongress drew charges*^ fron Cilifornia i.sgislata.ve 
Fact Finding Go;!;rittee of Cor.aunist instigation and control. 

Origin il source not shovm 

Los rtHgelss rot. di^ed Oct. 25, 1943, 

Re; "League of A:.iericin '.Vriters; 

Internal 3ecurity-C" 

100-7322-57 

(3) 
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r^no received an anorl^teus letter cos^narr^ed 

-..ev.-er l5V 19 >:‘ 3 ! St !:ev; York City. In this letter the 
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